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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Speeches at the 13th Anniversary, (continued from page 24.) 


Joun Weytanp, jun. Esq. said : 

‘¢ My Lord and Gentlemen, 

‘* | have always, in whatever ‘situation I have been placed, 
whether visiting my friends in this town, or executing the duties uf 
a country gentleman in my own neighbourhood, felt it my duty 
to advocate this Society : 1 have always felt it equally my duty 
and my delight, to stand forth in its support ; and to say, that, in 
my humble opinion, it is one of the wisest and the noblest efforts 
that ever the grace of God put it im the heart of man to make, for 
the promotion of God’s glory, and the good of mankind. If IT am 
asked wherefore | think this, I reply, because it is founded on the 
only solid principle of human improvement: I would say, that 
almost divine principle, the moral equality of mankind. 1 mean 
the principle which consecrates this great truth,—tbat the poorest 
man in the poorest cottage, nay, the wildest savage in the remotest 
desert, has a soul, as valuable in the eye of his Creator, and which 
should be as valuable in the eyes of those who have the power oi 
protecting and instructing him, as the greatest monarch on his 
throne. 

‘* Itis this feeling which soothes the mind of the philanthropist, 
on contemplating the political inequalities ot the human condition, 
which he must necessarily admit -to be an essential part of the or- 
dination of Providence towards a fallen world. It is the principle 
of moral equality too, as it is acted on by this Society, which more 
than compensates to the man who is suffering under the conse- 
quences of political inequality, all the supposed hardships of his 
lot. For put the Bible into his hand, make him feel the objects 
we all feel, and instead of being the lowest in the scale, he is 


' raised to the highest point of human happiness and usefulness ; he 


becomes the member of an aristocracy, to which I heartily pray 
that [, and those whom I love, may belong. Now, Gentlemen, | 
feel it peculiarly incumbent on me to make these observations, 
because the motion which I have the honour to second, thanks those 
personages, who, in point of rank, are the highest in this kingdom :- 
but notwithstanding all the enjoyments, all the business, and, let 
me add, all the temptations incident to their station, they have 
shown that their hearts are fully alive to the truth of the principle 
I have mentioned. They feel, and they have practically shown 
that they feel, the poorest man in the King’s dominions to be their 
brother in a moral point of view ; in that view which the Scripture 
takes of his condition, as one whom the same God created, and for 
whom the same Saviour died : and, on every occasion, where they 
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have been called upon, they have cheerfully and heartily given 
their time, their talents, and their money, in promoting the moral 
welfare of their countrymen. 

** Having said thus much upon the principle of the Society, I 
will, in addition, only bear the testimony of a plain country gen- 
tleman to its excellent practical effects. 1 have seen in my own 
neighbourhood, that these are most satisfactory. I have seen a 
man profligate and immoral, given to use himself and his family 
ill, and to abuse the trust reposed in him by his Master, by joining 
in a Bible Association, become a useful and active member of so- 
ciety ; L have seen him then employ the day in laborious occupa- 
tion, and a great part of the evening in instructing bis neighbours 
in the elements of useful knowledge. 1 know another man that 
actually saved 4s. 6d. a week by becoming a Member of a Bible 
Association ; he was accustomed to spend 5s. a week at a public- 
house, but a friend of mine put a Bibie into his hand, and ina 
fortnight he came to the Penny Association and paid his penny ; 
in six months from that period, he paid sixpence ; and when the 
patrons of the Association expostulated with him, and told him 
they did not wish to deprive his family of the money, he said, 
‘ Never fear, Gentlemen, I save 4s. Gd. a week by belonging to 
this Association ; I formerly spent it at the public-house ; | now 
spend my time with my family, and | have to thank you, not only 
for the saving of my money, but also for having made me a better 
man ; for having given me the enjoyment of happiness that I knew 
not before ; and | acknowledge towards you a debt of gratitude I 
shall never be able to repay.’ 

** My Lords and Gentlemen, I shall not detain you long ; I will 
merely express a wish, which I trust will reach the hearts of all 
for whose consideration it is intended. Let the country gentlemen 
of England go forth with the Bible in their hands, and the Bible in 
their hearts! That is, let them distribute, it among their neigh- 
bours, and show, by their own conduct that they are themselves 
sincerely actuated by its precepts. Thus they will improve the 
moral habits of the people, whom they are bound to protect ; and 
thus will they be able effectually to meet those difficulties, which 
the distresses of the labouring classes have brought upon all the 
rest. Then shall we indeed once more become a happy and united 
people ; and, having had the glory, by the moral and physical 
energies which God has imparted to us, of rescuing ourselves from 
tyranny, and the whole of Europe also, (in so far as their moral 
capacities allowed them to be rescued,) we shall, as a people, have, 
in due time, the still greater glory, of being the instruments, in 
the hands of God, of carrying the knowledge of His Worp through 
the extended regions of the globe.” 

{Next follows Rev. Dr. Mason’s speech, which was inserted 
entire in No. 24 of the last volume ] 


The Rev. Richarp Watson, (Minister in the Methodist Con- 
nexion,) after some prefatory remarks on the merits of the Com-~ 
mittee, spoke as follows: 
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“¢ My Lord, 

‘¢ The Report and the addresses which we have heard this day, 
have turned our attention to the Russian empire ; and delightful 
are the views which are there presented to us. We cannot listen 
to such statements, without anticipating, from the circulation of 
the Scriptures in the Greek Church, the revival of religion there in 
all its purity : and whoever considers the geographical positions of 
the Russian empire, its rising greatness, its political influence, and 
the character of its sovereign, must contemplate such a revival of 
pure religion, as the certain harbinger of the moral renovation of 
the world. ‘To merely Pagan countries we send both Bibles and 
Missionaries ; but where Christianity exists, though in decay, the 
Bible may be sufficient. The circulation of the Scriptures alone, 
may raise and restore the Greek Church ;—the frame of the tem- 
ple still stands, and the Bible will re-kindle the fire upon its altars—— 
an order of Christian ministers exists, though many of them are 
comparatively dead; but, like the witnesses in the Apocalypse, 
when the Spirit of truth shall enter into them, ‘ they shall stand 
upon their feet and prophesy.’ 

‘* The circulation of the Scriptures in the Latin Church, pro- 
duced our own glorious Reformation, and gave us Protestantism 
with all its blessings, And we may look forward to the same re- 
sults in the Greek Church, with this interesting difference, that the 
opposition made to the circulation of the Scriptures in the Latin 
Church, produced an angry schism ; but, encouraged as Bible So- 
cieties are in the Greek Church, the free diffusion of divine, truth 
will re-animate the body, and yet, probably, preserve its unity. 
This, my Lord, is a cheering consideration. Our Reformation 
dawned upon us with lurid glare ; all our Protestant churches had 
their birth amidst the convulsions of political elements, and their 
cradle was rocked by storms ; but in Russia we have the prospect 
of change without convulsion, of the good without the evil ;—its 
reformation approaches like a soft and beauteous sun-rise, shedding 
rays equally welcome on the cottages of Siberia, and the palaces 
of the northern Cesar. What is doing in Russia, in comparison of 
the wants and population of that empire, is chiefly in preparation ; 
yet such notes of preparation fall delightfully on our ears; they 
are like the first faint notes of the birds, wakened, even by twi- 
light,. into songs—preludes to the full harmony of nature, and the 
perfect light of day. One circumstance, in the operation of the 
Bible Society, has appeared to me equally singular and encourag- 
ing—the eager desire of the people in all places to possess those 
Scriptures, which it is the object of the Society to furnish. Has, 
then, the carnal mind ceased to be at enmity with God ?—Have 
vice and ignorance laid aside their hostility to truth ?—We believe 
a time will arrive, when those reproving words of the Evangelist 
will lose their application,—‘* The light shineth in darkness, and 
the darkness comprehendeth it not ;——a time when the darkness 
shall comprehend the light, and eagerly lay hold upon it. Have 
we, then, the encouragement arising from the consideration, that 
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we are approaching that period? I think we have. When the 
light of the Gospel faded away from the minds of men in former 
ages, there was no such feeling as that4o which I have referred ; 
none sighed at the approaches of night; none laid hold on truth, 
as Jacob on the angel, saying, ‘ 1 will not let thee go.—The sha- 
dows of the evening were welcomed, and the angel was repulsed. 
I have no other way of accounting for this change, but by referring 
it to the special influence of God ; and this is one of the noblest 
proofs, that the work of the Bible Society is taken up into the 
plans of Providence : God is not only with us, but there is a sense 
in which he goes before us. Wuierever this Society directs its 
operations, his Spirit appears, to precede it: a holy influence is 
breathed upon the world, preparing it to receive those blessings 
which the Sacred Word alone can communicate. This is a pledge 
of ultimate and universal success; it is the quickening freshness 
which goes before the morning ; the rising breeze, which indicates 
the descending and universal shower. 

** | will add but another remark, and I make it, because it has 
been made before, and because it derives its interest from being 
made otten. Our Christian union still continues; we are still one 
in this glorious work ; the dew of Hermon has not, to us, lost its 
refreshing quality ; the ointment poured on the head of Aaron 
stiJl retains all its fragrance. 1 follow, with pleasure, the respect- 
able divine who has just addressed you. He is an American, with 
a truly British heart; and he has furnished me with an American 
allusion, with reference to the principles of this Society, which 
embraces Christianity of all names and all countries. We have 
buried the hatchet of strife, and may the moisture which nourishes 
the root of that tree under which we have laid it, daily eat more 
deeply into its edge, and more completely destroy itstemper. I 
know of but one malediction in the breast of charity, and that is 
reserved for the man who shall dig the hatchet from the earth, and 
again give sharpness to its edge.” 

‘The thanks to the Treasurer were moved by the Rev. Dr. 
Torre, Secretary to the Hibernian Bible Society ; and seconded 
by Major General Macaucry. 

Dr. Troxve, afier briefly observing, that the Resolution which 
he had to move required nothing from him to recommend it, said, 
he should proceed to discharge that duty which would be expected 
trom him, by giving some information with respect to the state of 
treland. 

‘* lam happy,” (said Dr. T.) “ to be able to state, that the 
Hibernian Bible Society continues to prosper. The last year has 
been witb us as it has been here—a season of unexampled pres- 
sure; yet, notwithstanding this, there has been but a very slight 
defalcation in our funds ; and, as you have heard from the Report, 
we have issued 12,000 copies of the Scriptures more than in the 
preceding year; in that, our delivery was only 22,000 copies ; 
and in this, ithas amounted to nearly 35,000. This circumstance, 
mv Lord, will, 1 trust, be admitted to show, that the lewer classes 
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af Ireland have looked, under their distress, for support and conso- 
jation, to that source where no one ever looked in vain. I have 
also the pleasure to state, that the desire tor the Scriptures in- 
creases among all ranks and denominations of persons in Ireland. 
I attribute this partly to the pains taken to educate the lower 
classes of Ireland. A great variety of Societies for the education 
of the poor have been instituted, which vie with each other; and 
the whole face of the country is covered with schools: and in 
speaking of those who are instrumental in spreading the advan- 
tages of education in Ireland, it would be unjust not to mention an 
Institution established in this country, to which Ireland is chiefly 
indebted ; 1 mean the London Hibernian Society, which has schools 
spread over a large portion of the country, in which nearly 28,00Q 
children and adults are receiving education. 

‘« My Lord, | am happy to be able to say, that the desire for 
the Scriptures increases among the Koman Catholic part of our 
population. I ambappy to be able to say, that Roman Catholic 
children in every part of the country have the Scriptures in their 
hands, and that no interest employed to prevent their reading the 
Scriptures has been able to avail. A short time before I left Ire- 
land, | received a communication from a gentleman in a very 
Catholic part of Ireland, in which he informs me, that he gave the 
New Testament to ninety children in a school under his care, and 
that after some time they resigned their Testaments, stating, that 
they were obliged to do so. He received the Testaments, but 
suffered the children to attend the school. In the course of a fort, 
night they came back, soliciting the Testament again, and assuring 
him, they would read and use it in the school, in spite of all op- 
position. 

** My Lord, having spoken of the opposition among some Ro- 
man Catholics to the reading of the Scriptures, I trust f shall not 
give alarm or displeasure, if I say a few words on Protestant op- 
position. 1am aware that the subject is not strictly proper in such 
a Meeting as the present; and I concur in the opinion, that we 
should meet in the spirit of harmony and peace, and treat our 
opponents with forbearance and conciliation: and I trust, | shall 
show in the course of my remarks, that I am not insensible to 
these considerations. But I cannot pass over the opposition to 
which | allude, without injustice to the two Prelates in Ireland, 
who take a forward part in vindicating the Bible Society. In the 
course of the last year. a brother clergyman in Ireland published 
a work against the Bible Society, which had a very wide circula- 
tion ; and in his late Visitation, the Lord Bishop of Meath took that 
work with him into the Episcopal Chair, and refuted it paragraph 
by paragraph. At the last Anniversary of the Hibernian Bible 
Society, the Lord Bishop of Kildare came forward, and with simi- 
lar zeal, refuted in a most able speech the statements which it 
contained. 

‘* Having mentioned this publication, I would beg just to add a 
specimen of the author’s reasoning before I dismiss it. 1 shall first 
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give his premises, in which we shall agree: that the Bible is the 
very best book in the world. But observe his conclusion: that 
this, very best book has been the cause of all the mischief and 
mighey that have existed in the country. Now, my Lord, I must 
confess that | like this kind of reasoning; not merely because it 
shows something of that vivacity and spirit, under the influence of 
which my countrymen sometimes pass rather rapidly over premises 
and arguments, and take their stand upon conclusions; but be- 
cause I think it will have a mest salutary influence upon that part 
of our opponents who are good and conscientious men; and God 
forbid we should deny that there are many such among them. I 
think that this mode of arguing will have great effect with persons 
of this candid description: for it proves, that the opposition is not 
so much to the Society, as to the Book which the Society circu- 
lates. There is little or nothing said about the Society, but all 
the objections are brought against the Book which it circulates ; 
and avery considerable portion of those found in the numbers of 
our opponents, are as well affected and as cordially attached to 
the Bible as we are. I trust, therefore, that they will revolt from 
the standard of hostility, and place themselves in the ranks of this 
noble Institution. 

‘* My Lord, having stated to your Lordship and the Meeting 
something of what'has been done in Ireland, I cannot but beg your 
attention to the magnitude of the work which is still before us. 
There have not yet been circulated in treland quite 300,000 copies 
of the Scriptures ; and let me ask, What are 300,000 copies for a 
population not far short of six millions? There are millions of 
Irishmen at this moment who have never seen a copy of the Scrip- 
tures. Yes, my Lord, from my own knowledge I ‘say it, there are 
millions in lveland who have never seen a copy of the Scriptures ; 
and there are many, very many, who have not heard of the Bible. 
In confirmation of this, | appeal to a fact in the last Report of the 
Sligo Branch of our Society. A poor man, nearly ninety-seven 
years of age, arrived lately at Sligo in quest of a Testament in 
large print. ‘ I have,’ (said the inquiring pauper,) ‘ lived ninety- 
six years without seeing, or even hearing of such a Book; and, 
now that I am on the brink of the grave, 1 wish to learn how I 
may be happy beyond it.’ This is not asolitary instance : multi- 
tudes in Ireland (as I stated before) have never seen the word of 
God : multitudes in Ireland have never even heard, that the Bible 
is the word of God. 

‘‘ My Lord, many of those who, by their crimes in Ireland, 
have been brought to a shameful end, and who, before their exe- 
cution, received instruction from the Bible, have expressed their 
regret, that they were not at a more early period made acquainted 
with its sacred contents. The notorious‘-highwayman, Grant, who 
was lately executed, never saw the Bible till he was placed in 
the cell from which he was taken to execution ; and, after perusing 
it for some time, he said, * Had I possessed a copy of this Book 
ten years ago, I should not have been here to-day :’ and he spent 
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his last moments in exhorting the thousands around him to get a 
Bible without delay, and study it. 

‘‘ Now, while Ireland is in such a state, what are we doing ? 
We are disputing whether we shall give the Bible or not? Whether 
it is not a bad thing ?—What is the enemy doing ? I will tell you 
one thing ; and let that be a sample of what other things he has 
done, and what he may do hereafter. The enemy, aware that 
the people, being taught to read, must have something to read, 
provided something for them; and, in Dublin, within the last six 
months, a large edition of Paine’s * Age of Reason’ was struck off 
for gratuitous distribution This is a positive fact: it was struck 
off, and it is at this moment, I| believe, in the course of distribu- 
tion among the lower classes. 

‘© My Lord, this speaks volumes: it tells us what we should do ; 
for, when we see the enemies of God and of truth so active and 
successful, we, in a better cause, should be equally active, that we 
may be equally successful.” 

Joun Trornton, Esq. Treasurer. 

‘* My Lord and Gentlemen, 

‘¢ | cannot but express to you my very grateful thanks for the 
honour you haye done me in again electing me your Treasurer. 
At the same time, | cannot but observe, that your thanks have in 
no case been more unnecessarily bestowed than on myself on this 
occasion. I can assure you the pleasure of the office amply com- 
pensates me for all the labours | have in it. I can truly assure 
you, I receive no letters with greater pleasure, than those letters 
which contain donations and legacies for the Institution. I can 
truly assure you, | accept no bills with so much satisfaction, as 
those bills which are drawn from foreign countries on account of 
this Society. In commercial transactions, there is always some 
risk attendant upon payments of whatever kind, but in these trans- 
actions | am persuaded there can be no loss. He who pays, and 
he who.receives, are alike gainers ; for it is the attribute of mercy, 
that it blesses him that gives, and him that takes. 

** It is highly gratifying to me, to be able to state to this Society, 
that my labours, as your Treasurer, are happily not likely to be 
diminished. Ia a year of most unparalleled difficulties, when we 
must conclude there bas been a considerable defalcation of funds 
in some quarters of the country, there has been an increase from 
other sources, and other causes, which nearly compensates the 
loss which may have been occasioned by the distresses of the times. 
‘The agzregate amount of subscriptions and donations within the 
last year has not been less than 62,2861. ; the difference between 
the receipts this year, (exclusive of the sales of Bibles and Testa- 
ments,) and the last, is only 6461, 

‘¢ Much has been stated in the Report to which I might call 
your attention ; but I will advert to only one or two points. When 
it is stated that the Canstein Institution, which, a few years since, 
I saw mouldering in inactivity, is not now capable of supplying 
Bibles enough for Germany ; when. the Moscow Bible Sogiety in- 
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forms you, that it can distribute 100,090 Bibles ; when I turn to 
the Reverend Gentleman lately arrived from that empire, who 
states, that he has heard of MS. Bibles copied by peasants, and 
that when money was offered for them, they said ‘ no, they would 
accept nothing but a printed copy in exchange :'—Gentlemen, 
when I consider these statements—and I need not go further, be- 
cause your own minds will supply all I can say as to the misery 
of those who are destitute of the Scriptures—! feel convinced that 
none of us will relax our efforts, because we have supplied our own 
districts with them. 

** [t remains for me to state, that the expenditure of the last 
year has exceeded the income to the amount of 5000/. I hope, 
however, God will continue to bless us in our funds, as he has 
hitherto blessed our exertions. I will now advert to a subject which 
I believe your Lordship has explained ;—the absence of the Chan- 
cellor of Exchequer. I had this morning a conversation with 
him, and had an opportunity of knowing how firmly his mind was 
bent on his attendance here to-day. I can testify his disappoint- 
ment; and, perhaps, a note sent in haste cannot so effectually ex- 
press it. For many years he has occupied your Lordship’s right 
hand ; and when, during the recess of Parliament, he has leisure 
to meet the Committee. no man is more constant in his attendance, 
ur shows more attachment to the interests of the Society.” 

——2+o— 
23d Report of the London Missionary Society, (continued from p. 27.) 

SOUTH AFRICA. , 
STATIONS WITHIN THE, COLONY. 
Cape Town. 

Mr. Thom has lately taken a journey of ten weeks into the in- 
terior ; in the course of which he travelled 11v0 miles, and preach- 
ed to thousands of Colonists, Hottentots, and Slaves. 

It has pleased God to deprive Mr. Thom of his excellent wife, 
who seemed remarkably qualified to be his helper in the Mission- 
ary Work. 

Stellenbosch. 

The Ministry of the Gospel in this place, by Mr. Bakker, is still 
accompanied with the divine blessing; and the people, grateful 
for the privileges which they enjoy, are generous in their con- 
tributions, not only for the support of this Mission, but for the ex- 
tension of the Gospel in other places: as a proof of which, they 
have paid, in the course of the last year, to our agent at the Cape, 
the sum of 400 rix-dollars. 

Caledon. 

Mr. Seidenfaden and Mr. Wimmer, the Missionaries at this place, 
report, that the preaching of the Gospel is attended by the power- 
ful influence of the Holy Spirit. So many are inquiring, ‘* What 
shall we do to be saved?’ that much of their time is occupied in 
conversing with them. The church consists of 67 adult persons ; 
and there were many candidates for baptism. The people attach- 
ed to this Settlement are numerous, and daily increasing ; but they 
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are extremely poor, and unable to build the edifices requisite. 
Civilization increases in an encouraging degree. During the last 
year, they grew about 70 quarters of wheat; whereas, formerly, 
they never sowed any ; but they are in want of agricultural imple - 
ments. They also need a fresh supply of Bibles and School-books, 
which will be forwarded. As a proof of their progress both in 
civilization and religion, they have raised a fund among themselves, 
amounting to 80 ria-dollars, for charitable purposes. 
Hizh Kraal. 

Mr. Pacalt gives a favourable account of the state of his Mission. 
About 300 persons are attached to the Settlement, but cannot attend 
constantly, on account of theirscattered situation and various employ- 
ments. Twenty-two converted Natives, among whom was a man 
nearly 100 years of age, have been baptized, and others appear to 
be seriously concerned about religion. A School is supported, in 
which many receive daily instruction The progress of civiliza- 
tion is very encouraging. A large quantity of wheat is sown, and 
considerable gardens are cultivated. They have 400 head of cat- 
tle, 70 sheep, and 15 borses, and pay taxes to the amount of 426 
rix-dollars. Mr. Pacalt salutes the Directors, and desires them to 
say to the great assembly, at their annual meeting, that ‘* they 
(the Society) clothe the naked, that they visit the sick, that they 
heal the wounded, that they give drink to the thirsty, and feed the 
hungry with heavenly food.”—‘* My poor congregation,”’ says he, 
‘thank you with all their hearts ; because, when they were ly- 
ing in their blood, none cared for them but the English Samaritan, 
who bound up their wounds, poured in oil and wine, and tuok care 
for their future comfort.” 

Bethelsdorp. 

The work of conversion among the Hoitentots is still going for- 
ward, though not in so rapid and remarkable a manner as before. 
‘*Our School,” says Mr Read,‘ flourishes. We only want Bi- 
bles: we have only 8 Bibles for 50 or 60 Children, who read them 
with great eagerness. ‘The Farmers, also, frequently apply for 
Bibles ; so that we could soon dispose of two or three hundred.” 
This want was no sooner made known to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, than it was amply supplied. A new Settlement is 
formed by order of Government, to be called Somerset, in the 
neighbourhood of Theopolis ; and Samson, a converted Hottentot, 
who is a good preacher, is invited to reside among them, as their 
instructor. 

Theopolis. 

By a series of events which Mr. Barker could not control, he was 
prevented from going to Lattakoo, as was proposed ; and, at the 
earnest request of the people, induced to continue, for the present 
at least, at Theopolis. Here, in connexion with Mr. Ulbricht, 
who, we are concerned to find, has been much reduced by illness, 
he appears to have applied very diligently to all his Missionary 
labours, not only in preaching the Gospel, (in Dutch, which he 
has acquired), and keeping school, but by working with his ows 
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hands, building himself a house of reeds and plaster, and assisling 
in forming ploughs and other implements of agriculture, the fruit 
of which he has had the pleasure of enjoying. The people have 


greatly improved in their habits of industry, and have sown above’ 


fifty sacks of corn in the last year; which may be considered as 
a proof of very considerable advancement in civilization in this 
part of Africa. 

More than seventy persons were baptized during the last year, 
and the word is heard with much affection. An Auxiliary Mis- 
sionary Society has also been already formed at this Station. 

STATIONS BEYOND THE LIMITS OF THE COLONY. 
Caffraria. 

It was stated in our last Report, that many of the Caffres had 
repeatedly expressed a strong desire that Missionaries from Bethels.- 
dorp might visit them, and settle in their country ; and also that 
Mr. Read, and our other Missionary Brethren, were equally desi- 
rous of communicating the Gospel tothem. ‘The war between the 
Colony and the Caffres, which had long prevented the attempt, 
having ceased, our brethren, with the permission of Government, 
commenced this great undertaking in the month of April 1816.* 

[After a brief abstract of the chief occurrences, the Report 
adds :— } 

Such an entrance among this people is certainly remarkable and 
encouraging. We must not be too sanguine in our expectations of 
success among such a savage nation; but we have reason to be 
thankful, and to cherish hope. 

Mr Williams and Tzatzoo, who returned to Bethelsdorp to pro- 
cure necessary articles for their intended settlement, removed to 
Caffraria in the month of June, and were received in the most 
friend!y manner. 

Grace Hill, (formerly called Thornberg.) 

Mr. Read, who visited this new Station on his way to Lattakoo, 
among some of the wildest and most uncivilized of the human race, 
where Mr Smit has for some time laboured, says—‘‘ On my arri- 
val here, | was much pleased with the appearance of things, which 
have taken a favourable turn; so that, instead of Thornberg, we 
agreed to call it anicu mitt. About three months ago, God was 
pleased to pour out his Spirit on the people here ; first among the 
Oorlams; and then among the poor Kushmen, seven of whom, in- 
cluding a captain, have been baptized.” 

As Mr. Read found that the intended settlement at Makoon’s 
Krall could not be immediately commenced, he proposed, that the 
brethren, Corner and Goeyman, who were intended for that place, 
should proceed to Rhinoster Fountain, situated about three days’ 
journey from Grace Hill, in the way to Griqua Town. Three 
hundred Bushmen are said to inhabit that spot. Mr. Read resolv- 
ed to accompany them, and with his people assist them in building 
a house. ‘* We iakea plough with us,” says Mr. Read. ‘Let 
it be remembered, that, in Africa, tHE BIBLE AND THE PLOUGH GO 
TOGETHER. 





# For a nariative of th's journey, see Vol. II. No. 18, of Christian Herald. 
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Stations in Sonth Africa. . AB 


Hephzibah. (Formerly Rhinoster Fountain, in the Bushmen’s 
Country.) 

After leaving Grace Hill, Sept. 18th, Mr. Read arrived here on 
the 21st ; and, judging it to be a fit spot for a Missionary station, 
began to make some preparations for a Settlement. Fora time, 
none of the Bushmen came near them; but, at length, the Captain 
(Slinger) and others arrived, and heartily welcomed the Mission- 
aries. A piece of land was purchased, and some agricultural tools 
procured from Grace Hill. ‘* To behold the wretchedness of this 
people,” says Mr. Read, “and the fertility of their country, one 
would think that any person coming to teach the art of agriculture 
would gain the esteem of the whole world, independently of seek- 
ing their souls’ eternal welfare.” 

After the people had heard the word daily, morning and even- 
ing, for some time, the mind of the Captain seemed to be deeply 
impressed. He exclaimed, before all the people,—‘‘ Now I be- 
lieve there is a God! How should I have hands to handle, eyes to 
see, ears to hear, mouth to eat, feet to walk, if there were not a 
God. We must pray to him, that he may teach us more. I never 
had such a heart before. All the Bushmen must come to hear this 
great word. I must have a house built, and all my children must 
be taught.” 

Mr. Corner, who continues at Hephzibah with Goeyman, wrote 
a letter, some time after Mr. Read’s departure, stating, that the 
Captain and the people continued to hear the word with great in- 
terest, and appeared to be suitably affected by it. 

Mr Read, in the course of his journey, after leaving the village 
called Campbell, entered a hut, where he found a Bootsuanna wo- 
man, who told him that she should never forget that evening which 
he and Mr. Campbell spent there ; for it was by the preaching of 
the word on that evening that she was brought to the knowledge 
of the Gospel ; ever since which, he was informed that she has 
manifested the spirit of true religion. It is also believed that her 
husband is a converted man. The parents and friends of both re- 
side at Lattakoo, to which place they are gone with Mr. Read ; 
and, as they can speak Dutch, as well as the Bootsuanna lan- 
guage, it is hoped they may be very useful in the first introduction 
of the Gospel into that city. 

Griqua Town. 

Occurrences of an unpleasant nature disturbed the peace and 
threatened the safety of this station, at the beginning of the past 
year. Some of the unconverted natives, who attached themselves 
to this Settlement, entertained strong prejudices against Mr. An- 
derson, because he opposed their bad practices ; and even threat- 
ened to drive him away from this post, which he has occupied so 
usefully for many years: but there is reason to hope that their de- 
signs will be frustrated, and peace fully restored. Some of the 
aggressors have expressed sorrow for their misdemeanours, and ask- 
ed forgiveness of Mr. Anderson, and of old Cornelius Kok, who has 


considerable authority in this place, which was readily granted. 
t 
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The arrival of Cornelius Kock, in September last, appears to 
have produced good effects. He has greatly promoted the spirit 
for agriculture, so that more corn has been sown than ever before. 
He bas also brought with him several lively Christians from Bethes- 
da, whose conversation and example are very beneficial. Many 
young people have lately been turned from darkness to light, of 
whom forty were thought to be fit subjects for baptism. 

From hence, also, Piet-Sabba, a Native Preacher, has been sent 
toa Krall of Bushmen} who bad frequently insisted on his coming 
to settle among them, and to which he was himself strongly in- 
clined. 

Some professors of the Gospel, who had been in a lukewarm 
state, appeared to be recovering ; and Mr. Anderson, and Mr Helm, 
who also labours bere, could not but hope that their sorrow would 
soon be turned into joy. 

Bethesda. 

By a letter received from Mr. Sass, it appears that his labours 
have been so much blessed, that he has baptized sixty adult per- 
sons, and many others are convinced of their sinful state. He la- 
ments that tares appear to have grown up tovether with the wheat ; 
and that some who professed faith in Christ had awfully relapsed, 
and others had fallen into a lukewarm state: yet some of both, he 
had reason to hope, had been restored by the grace of Christ, and 
brought to rejoice in Him again. In others he has found great com- 
fort and satisfaction. 

Mr. Sass has judged it expedient to remove his residence to the 
north side of the Great River, where he finds a great number of the 
Bushmen. 





REVIVAL IN KENTUCKY. 
Extract of a letter to the Editor of the Christian Herald, dated 
Ewincvitze, ‘Christian Uounty, Ky.) Sept. 15, 1817. 

Dear Sir—W ith pleasure | inform you that the good work of 
our God is still going on in this (Logan) Presbytery. Since my 
last to you, | have attended several sacramental occasions, at all of 
which the glorious displays of divine power were extensively seen 
and felt. Many were pricked to the heart, and heavy laden un- 
der a sense of their guilt, fell prostrate in the dust before a sin- 
hating and sin-avenging God, and were constrained to cry out, 
‘* what shall we do to be saved ?”” The compassion of the adora- 
ble Redeemer was exhibited to their view. Their darkened un- 
derstandings were illumined by the powerful beams of the sun of 
righteousness, and their hearts were subdued to the obedience of 
faith. They believed, adored, wept, and rejoiced “ with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory.” The ascriptions of glory (by these 
young converts) seemed to be given most heartily, to God and tu 
the Lamb—to Him that loved us, and gave himself for us, and 
washed us from our sins in his blood! Within less than four 
months, at our camp and sacramental meetings, about one hundred 
souls have professed regeneration, the most of whom appeared ve- 
ry clear in their views of the glorious scheme of redemption.— 
Those who are principally instrumental in this blessed work, are 
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the Rev. Messrs. Harris, Chapman, W. and J. Barnetts, together 
with my own feeble aid, and the aid of some zealous, indefatiga- 
ble licentiates. By what | learn from my correspondent, a mem- 
ber of the Elk Presbytery, the revival is nearly as great, if not quite 
as great, there as it isbere. 1 have also learned, that in parts of 
the Nashville Presbytery there isa blessed work of God. These 
three Presbyteries compose the Cumberland Synod, and embrace 
western Kentucky, Tennessee, and some of the adjacent territo- 
ries. If the abuve statement of facts, respecting the revival of 
God’s work in this part of our guilty land, will tend to ‘* provoke’’ 
any of God’s ministers and people*‘ to love and to good works,” one 
of the highest objects of the writer will be answered. O Lord, 
may all pray in the Spirit, ‘‘ thy kingdom come.” 

It appears to me that God has kindled in my unworthy breast 
some missionary fire; | dare not quench it by apathy or saying 
‘‘ there is a lion in the way.” I expect, if God will, to set out 
on a missionary tour through the Lilinois and Missouri Territories 
ina few days. The Rev. Mr. Rice writes tome from St. Louis, 
that there is the greatest need for Gospel labours in those parts. 

I am, dear Sir, in bonds of Gospel union, 
Your obedient servant, F. 5 
—_— 
Extract of a letter to the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Bristor, (Eng.) 4th July, 1817. 


Dear Str,—lI sent you some time past the valuable letter of the 
celebrated Dr. Stock, on his retiring from his connexion with the 
Unitarians*. I have now the pleasure to send you the following 
lines presented by him to the excellent Mr. Vernon, who was the. 
means of his conversion, thinking that they would very suitably 
occupy a page of your useful publication. The dear Vernon de- 
parted to his promised rest and ineffable glory in the spring An 
enlargement of the heart baffled the powers of medicine, gnd took 
him to an early grave, universally lamented. 


Yours, &c. h - 


‘« Friend of my life!’ *twas thus that Pope express‘d 
The warm emotions of a grateful breast. 
Friend of my soul! Ob far more sacred name 
Is that which thou, my Vernon, well might’st claim : 
Accept this trifling token of esteem 
From one whose life has been an empty dream, 
In deep self-ignorance, and error past. 
And, ob! what might have been its close at last ! 
Had not kind heaven, its mercy to display, 
Thrown thee, as if by hazard, in its way ; 
Made thee its instrument to charm the ear 
Of one long deaf, and check his rash career ; 
‘To bend his heart, and make him feel his sin ; 
To show what deep corruption reign’d within ; 


at. 





* For this letter, see Vo!. I!1. No. 8. page 114, 
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Lead him to see that ev’ry hope was gone, 
That on himself dependence could be none, 
And make him gladly thus. bereft of all, 
Before his Saviour’s cross adoring fall. 
Thou wert that instrument, beloved friend ! 
And when should thanks for such a boon have end ? 
Thou wert that instrument, yet not to thee, 
But to our common Lord the glory be. 
°*T was his unpurchas’d grace, redemption wrought 
For thee, and me—the teacher, and the taught. 
Both might alike have perish’d in despair, 
And both, if sav’d, ‘oh what a hope is there t) 
Must owe their rescue to that gracious aid, 
Which, when no arm could save, then he display’d. 
Oh! that in time my privilege might be, 
To prove an instrument of good to thee ! 
Oh that thy health restored might shortly cheer 
Those anxious friends to whom thou'rt justly dear. 
Yet not on human skill our hopes rely ; 
We look for aid to one above the sky ! 
And may the prayers by many a heart preferr’d 
On thy behalf be with acceptance heard. 
May heaven suggest the means, and bless their use, 
Which may this much desir’d effect produce. 
The throbbings of too kind a heart restrain, 
And pour health’s equal tide through every vein. 
Renew thy faded strength, and thus restore 
Thee to thy public usefulness once more. 
May many yet be check’d in error’s road, 
Hearing thy counsels in the house of God, 
And furnish thus another sparkling gem, 
Fit to enrich that starry diadem 
Which thy great Master shall on those bestow 
Who turn men’s feet from evil here below. 
This thou shalt cast before the Saviour’s throne, 
And yield the glory unto him alone. 
Oh dearest friend! which ever first may tread, 
Or thou, or I, the mansions of the dead, 
Will not this sacred tie that binds us here 
Ev’n in another state our souls endear ? 
Will not th’ affection kindled here below 
Ev’n in the disembodied spirit glow ? 

I would not with unhallow’d earthly eyes 
Too deeply press on these high mysteries ; 
But yet methinks what joy the heart must swell 
To welcome one on earth remember’d well, 
On his first entry to that seat of rest 
Reserv’d for all the spirits of the blest! 
How will their mutual gratulations flow, 
How will each heart with mutual transport glow, 
To see each other ’scap’d the dangerous sea 
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Which bears man onward to etern'ty, 

And safely landed on that peaceful shore 

Where sin and sorrow shall be known no more ! 

Be this our lot, dear friend, nor ours alone ; 

But, oh! may all we love surround the throne 

Of Him who lov’d and wash’d us in his blood, 

And thus has made us kings and priests to God ; 

With us in joyful adoration bend, 

And sweet communion that shall never end. 

——2 +o 
Mr. LEO’S STEREOTY?E NEW TESTAMENT. 

The Editor of the Christian Herald has received from the Rev. 
Frederick Leo, a copy of the stereotype edition of the New Tes- 
tament in French, of Le Maistre de Sacy’s version, which that in- 
defatigable and worthy friend to the Bible interest has lately caus- 
ed to be executed at Paris. ‘The Plates were cast at the celebra- 
ted foundry of Mr. Firmin Didot. The book forms a volume of 
534 large Octavo pages, in picatype. The execution of the whole 
work js in a style of superior merit. {t exhibits an elegant and 
excellent specimen of French typography, which reflects honor 
not only on the artists. but on the country which produced it. 
Mr. Leo’s zeal for the propagation of revealed truth has been abun- 
dantly manifested by bis unwearied labors for six years past in the 
metropolis of France to procuré stereotype plates of the Holy 
Scriptures, in order to facilitate their circulation by furnishing them 
at as low a price as possible ; and his disinterestedness has been 
equally conspicuous, in his having gratuitously devoted the great- 
er part of his time during the period above mentioned to the ad- 
vancement of this beneficent object. He has been aided in his la- 
bour of love by the voluntary contributions of several individuals 
and Sucieties, friendly to the cause, in that and other countries. 

The above New Testament is afforded on fine paper paper at 34 
francs (68 cents) in sheets, and 44 franes (87 cents) in boards. 

In May 1812, Mr. Leo issued proposals for obtaining by sub- 
scription the means ef procuring stereotype plates for the New 
‘Yestament in French, of Ostervald’s version. In June 1813, he 
had finished the work, and the printing of the first edition. The 
British & Foreign Bibte Soctety, im 1814; contributed five hundred 
pounds sterling to aid in printing a new edition from the same 
plates. By a communication which the Editor has lately receiv 
ed from Mr. Leo, it appears, that he had in Jaly last completed the 
printing from those plates of thirteen thousand eopies, all of which 
were then in circutation. Shortly after the publication of the first 
edition of the above work, Mr. Leo, at the suggestion of a number 
of persons, chiefly Roman Catholics, was induced to undertake the 
procuring of a set of stereotype plates for the New Testament in 
French, of the version above mentioned of M. de Sacy, who more than 
a century ago furnished a liberal translation of the whole Bible 
trom the Vulgate edition, which was approved by the Roman 
Catholic authorities of France, ‘The translation of Mr. de Sacy, 
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who was a good Scholar, having been written in the Augustan age 
of French literature, and being more free from the idiomatic 
phraseology of the original languages, with which the more literal 
versions abound, and to which the French tongue cannot easily 
accommodate itself, this new work is more likely to be acceptable 
to the French Catholics, and to obtain a more extensive circula- 
tion than the cther. 

In the prosecution of this benevolent enterprise, Mr. Leo has 
had to contend with many ditliculties, which have called into ex- 
ercise some of the christian graces with which he seems to have 
been eminently blessed, and by means of which alone he could 
have been enabled to accomplish his arduous undertakings in such 
a country and under such circumstances as those in which he was 
called to perform them. Among the modes of opposition which 
the enemies to the circulation of the Holy Scriptures have devised 
to obstruct his labours, we observe one lately used by the editor 
of an Ecclesiastical Journal, called ** The Friend of Religion and 
of the King,” which was evidently designed to level a fatal blow 
at the whole work in which Mr. L. is so usefully engaged. ‘The 
writer not only calls in question the correctness of the version 
used, but, in the most illiberal and indecorous manner, represents 
Mr. Leo as a dangerous deist. We are pleased to observe, in an- 
other Paris journal, that calumnious aspersion, both upon the work 
and the religious sentiments of Mr. Leo, very justly and honoura- 
bly refuted ; and Mr. Leo himself, in his answer to this abusive 
personal attack, replies with a forbearance, a meekness, and a 
dignity which furnishes the Christian public with an unequivocal 
test whereby to judge which is the greatest friend to religion, the 
accuser or the accused. Ina letter which we have recently re- 
ceived from Mr. Leo, he mentions a fact which has tended to af- 
ford him much encouragement under his trials. The Minister of 
the Interior had lately honoured him witha private audience, and 
on behalf of the king, had presented him with one thousand francs, 
to aid in the printing and circulation of his stereotype New Tes- 
tament. His Excellency promised to send some copies of the 
book into the Provinces, in order to make his biblical institution 
better known. Mr. L. also mentions another grant of five hun- 
dred pounds sterling received from the British and Foreign Bible 
Society on account of his new work. 

Will not the Christian people of the United States also do some- 
thing to aid that zealous servant of Christ in promoting so lauda- 
ble an undertaking 2? We hope that the Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society will, according to its ability, contribute a 
liberal assistance towards advancing the object of Mr. Leo’s la- 
hours. 

We have a document containing a number of interesting parti- 
culars respecting the history of Mr. Leo, (obtained from the most 
authentic source,) the details of which, for want of room, we must 
defer to another number ef this publication. 





